
Name: ______________________________________   Score: ___________/25 

Figurative language:  What effect does it have on writing? 

Why do writers use figurative language?  Because they want to create a certain effect with 

their writing.  They want to add color and interest, and to awaken the imagination. It makes the 

reader or listener understand much more than the plain words. Figurative language creates 

figures (pictures) in the mind of the reader or listener. These pictures help convey the meaning 

faster and more vividly than words alone. (25 points total!)  

 

Here are several of the reasons that a writer would choose to incorporate figurative language in 

his/her writing: 

 

 To create vivid pictures in the reader’s mind in order to make writing emotionally 

intense. 

 To state ideas in new and unusual ways to satisfy the reader’s imagination. 

 To help in the development of setting, tone, atmosphere, characterization, and mood.   

 To shape plot and set meaning  

 To produce an appropriate emotional response from the reader to the events in the story  

 To reveal the  personality of the narrator or character in the story  

 To make the theme or message in the work easier to understand. 

 

Now that you have seen and heard several examples of figurative language, start thinking about 

the Effect the figures of speech/figurative language has on the piece of writing.  Wouldn’t poems 

and stories be boring without all of this?   

 

Directions:  Follow the instructions included within each question.  Be sure to write in 

complete sentences.  

 

1. Pick one piece of figurative language that helped to create a vivid picture in your mind. 

Write the example, and explain the picture that you got. (You could also draw the picture if you 

want!)    

Example of figurative language(2pts): _______________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

What picture did you get in your mind? (3 points) (You may draw this if you want or you can 

describe what you imagine!)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Pick one piece of figurative language that had some kind of an effect on you.  This should 

be an image that affected your emotions in some way.  If none of them had an effect on you, 

pick one that you think would have an effect on someone else. How does this image make you 

(or someone else) feel?  (answer this in the lines provided on the next page)  



Name: ______________________________________   Score: ___________/25 

Example of figurative language(2 points): 

___________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

How does this image make you (or someone else) feel (3 points) ? 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

3.  Pick one piece of figurative language that you think helped to describe or develop the 

setting, the characters or the plot. (Developing/describing provides you with more information 

in order to better understand: so to make this easy:  pick one piece of figurative language that 

tells you more about the setting, the characters, or the plot) Write the example, what it 

developed, and how.  

Example of figurative language(2 points): ___________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

What did it help to develop? (setting, character, or plot) (1 point) ________________________ 

 

How does this piece of figurative language work to develop or describe that thing? (the setting, 

character, or plot) (3 points)   ______________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

4. How does the word choice and use of figurative language in this poem contribute to its 

mood(atmosphere) and meaning (theme)? Use examples to explain your answer.  (6 points) 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

5. Assess the degree to which these elements of figurative language influenced your enjoyment 

of the reading. 1 being no influence on your enjoyment, 10 being huge influence on your 

enjoyment.  Circle your ranking. (3 points) 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

 


